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SUBJECT: LOS: PROPOSED INTERIM LEGISLATION ON DEEP 
SEABED MINING AND 200-MILE FISHERIES ZONE 

REF: STATE 193106 B. STATE 193107 

1- THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT IN THE FRG, POLITICALLY 
SENSITIZED BY ITS DISPUTE WITH ICELAND AND THE RECENT 
ICJ DECISION, UNILATERAL MOVES BY THE U.S. TO EXTEND ITS 
FISHERIES ZONE WOULD BE VIEWED AS INCONSISTENT 
WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW. INDEPENDENT AND LEFTIST PRESS 
WOULD PROBABLY BE CRITICAL OF U.S. ACTION WITH CONSE- 
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TO INTERNATIONAL LAW WOULD SUFFER, AT LEAST TEMPORARILY. 
FRG GOVERNMENT PROBABLY ALREADY EXPECTS ADOPTION BY LOS 
CONFERENCE OF 200-MILE FISHERY ZONE IN THE NEAR FUTURE, 

AND WOULD CONSIDER U.S. UNILATERAL ACTION WITH THE ABOVE 
EFFECTS UNNECESSARY. MOREOVER, THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THA 
THE FRG GOVERNMENT WOULD FIND IT REGRETTABLE IF, THROUGH 
U.S. ACTION, NUMEROUS OTHER STATES, WHOSE PRIMARY 
INTEREST IN LOS CONFERENCE IS FISHING-RELATED, WERE TO 
FOLLOW U.S. LEAD. THERE WOULD LIKELY FOLLOW A LOSS IN 
INTEREST IN THE LOS CONFERENCE, WITH THESE LATTER STATES 
ALSO LOSING INTEREST IN SUPPORTING COMMON US/FRG 
AIMS IN OTHER LOS AREAS. 

2. CONCERNING THE DEEP SEABED BILL THAT WOULD AFFECT 
AN AREA NOT PRESENTLY COVERED BY INTERNATIONAL LAW, THE 
FRG MIGHT VIEW UNILATERAL U.S ACTION WITH SOME 
SATISFACTION AS SUCH ACTION WOULD POINT OUT TO COASTAL 
AND LAND-LOCKED LDC'S THAT FURTHER DELAY IN AGREEMENT IN 
THIS AREA COULD RESULT IN MINING ACTIVITIES BY THOSE FEW 
STATES TECHNOLOGICALLY CAPABLE, LIKE THE FRG, OF DOING 
SO. ON THE OTHER HAND, FRG INDUSTRY THAT MIGHT BE 
INVOLVED IN DEEP SEABED MINING AND USE OF MINERALS SO 
MINED MIGHT BE CONCERNED AT U.S. GAINING A HEAD-START, 

SINCE THERE IS NO FRG LEGISLATIVE BASIS FOR THEM TO 
COMMENCE SUCH MINING THEMSELVES. THE FRG GOVERNMENT 
MIGHT BE CONCERNED THAT IF THE U.S. CUTS OUT OF THE 
MINORITY GROUP OF INDUSTRIAL STATES IN THIS MATTER, THE 
BREAK-UP OF SOLIDARITY IN THIS GROUP WOULD POSSIBLY BE 
EXPLOITED BY STATES WITH DIFFERENT OR OPPOSING INTERESTS 
IN THIS AND OTHER AREAS. 
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